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of Modbury Eſquire. 


>| R, that whichof 
GM 9| late I commended 
9 1n a Sermon as a 
vife, to a couple of 
my tr iends , pon their mariave 
day,as the b, / rhing Thad to be- 
ſtow on them , for tf er then 6 a5 
We call 1t ) en! rg Tpon the 
World, the ſame (be; mg OHercome 
by intreaties to put it its print ) 
do I bere preſent to you,as a meet 
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| /mplement for you at your now 
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Trnn ErisTLiet 


firſt beginning to keepe houſe_. 
If God ſhall moe zour beart(as 
Itrnft be hath beg nn to do, and 
will more) tothe entertamment 
of that Lefſan,wbich ts the prin- 
cipall ſubief of this Sermon, it 
W.{! krmg that vpon you, Whic h 
is onely able re make yourich, 
(he bleſsing of God *) and 
be better to you eobep all that out. 
ward eſtate;which either you al- 
ready haue , or are in poſS-bilttie 
hereaftcy to enioy Whatſoeucr 
of the worlds ts now yours,etther 
in poſſeſson or in expeAation , 
may be either waſted greatly, or 
loſt Wholy, but chat which Pau! 


calleth Or Power of godh1- 


I—_— 


oY 
' DzDICATORTY. 


nes®, # that durable riches 
which the © }.ſemau ſpeakes of, 
and that * 200d part Which 
can neuer be withdrawne. As 


the ſeaſoning whereof With the 
rudiments of Religion & Lear- 
ning, my ſelfe by Gods prout- 
dence bare a part ) by the inoe- 
nuity of your diſpoſition , and 
traftablenes in the beſt things, 


you gaue much hope , and bane 
\ fince both anſwered and confir- 


med it by ſhuming the atheiſt. 
call profanenes of theſe godles 


| times, ſo goe on I pray you, and 


 increaſe,C> whatſoeuer the guiſe 
of others be, who thinke religion 
ts to be made ſhew of , no where 


| A3 but 


therefore in your childhood ( in| 


b z Tim. z, 
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but at Church , Jet la) you the 


foundation of your fami'y , with 


the noble reſolution of that Wor- 
thy Toſua, 1 and my houſe 
will ſerue the Lord ©. Hereof 
this Sermon may be onto you, 
when you ſhall pleaſe to looke 
 theron,a very fit Remembrance. 
Which Ipray you,that it may re- 
maine with you, as a pledge and 
teſtimonie of his ſincere loue,| 
who intendeth no other but to be 
ener, 


Yours in his beſt 
afteftions, 


Modbury 24 No: 
1616, 


Sam: Hiern. 


But ſecke ye firſt the kinodome 
of God and his righteouſnes, and 
all theſe things ſhall be miniſtred 


vnto you. 


IR, 1 18 a common 
FE) guiſe at mariages , 
&thar the friends of 
{ff x2 the maried,do pre- 
SRD) ſent them with 
gifts, to hanſell ( as they callit) 
their entrance into that eſtate, 
and to furniſh them with ſome 
neceſlaries towards houſe. Be- 
ing therefore invited asa friend 
to theſe Nuprialls , and withall 
intreated as a Miniſter, to fea- 
ſon the buſines with ſome word 
A 4 of 


The preach. 
ing of thu 
Sermon at 4 
Mariage 
gaue occaſs 5 
to thu pre 
amble, 


aPro.z.15 


b Pro. 24. 
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T he Chriſtians 
of exhorcation,. I rhought it 
beit ro conforme my felte (i 
this) to cuitome ; and to come 
in with my 8g oitr allo, not of {1 
uer and goid, but of ſuch mat- 
rer and merttall (as Solomor 
{pcaks of ) which is mere preciows 
> pearles, and with which all 
that can be de{ired,doth not deſerue 
tobecompired *, And whereas 
the beſt things which men vſu- 
ally beſtow , be ſuch as periſh 
with the vie, are ſubiet to 
mothes and cankers & theeues, 
ard are not able to protect a 
man from that neceflitie which | 
is wont to ſurprizelike an armed 
man * ; [ ſhallrecommend vnto 


'| you who are now cntring vpon 


the world (if you pleaſe to en- 
tertaine it) ſuch an implement, 
which ſhall (like the Arke to 
. | Obed-edoms © ) bring a bleſhng 
vpon you andall yours, and af- 
ſure | 


Linte-loode_. 


{ure you of that which all the 
wealth in the world cannot al- 
certaine, namely,that alchough 
you ſhould double the age of 
Methuſhelah, yer you ſhould ne- 
uer want a competency tO 
maintaine you. Seeke yee firs 
the kingdome of God and his r1gh- 
teouſneſſe, and all theſe things (ball 
be miniſired unto you. This in 
briefe tor the reaſon inducing 
me ro chuſe this text. Ourof 
which as I ſhall deliner that 
which will bee moſt for your 
good, and the fureſt ſtocke for 
you to begin vpon,fo I {hall alſo 
reach that which (hail bee for 
the beſt behovie of every one 
in this Aſſembly, thar ſo none 
may goe away vnſpoken to, 
For the verlſeit ſelf, (as it ſtands 
here in this Chapter,and is to 
bee viewed as alimme thereof) 
it isa Direction following vpon 
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the Text, 
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a Corretion. The correction, 
was for the abatement of a di- 
ſtrafting & heart-diuiding care 
for outward things. . The dire- 
ion,is for the ordering of cue- | 
ry mansaymeandendeuour to- 
| wards that, which isthe mayne 
| of all. The thoughts of a man 
will be euer working, and they 
will bee alwates aftiue vpon 
ſome ſubiet. It was not in- 
 ough therefore for our Sauiour 
ro take them of, and (as it were) 
to vahange them from the 
world, vnleſſehee did alſo, fix 
them other-where ; Therefore 
lifting them from che world 
and chethingsrhereof, he ſetts 
them to worke vpon the king. 
dome of Godand his righteoul- 
nes; as honorable a remoue as 
was that of 7o{ephs, from ſeruing 
ina priſon, to command as the 
ſecond in a kingdome. Thus in 


reaching | 


- 


| 


| hibitions to pnll backe from e- 
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reaching , lnbibicions and in- 
1un&tions mult be coupled : In- 


ut!l: InivnEAtions to quicken to 
a better courſe. There were two 
voyces to Paul, the one, Saul 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me © ; 
the other, goe into the City and it 
ſhall be told thee what thou ſhalt 
ao ©; notthis, burrhis, to theſe 
rwo heads may a man refer all 
preaching. This for the conne- 
X10n. Now for the Text : in 
eucly mans eye and apprehen- 
{10n it divides it felfe into two 
parts : The firſt I may call a 
Charge, binding vs to 4n hea- 
uenly care. The ſecond a Dil- 
charge, becauſe it tends to the 
freeing of vs from a worldly 
care. Inthe Charge weare firſt 
to take notice of the ſubſtance 
of that dutic which is preſſed, 
and then next of a maine Cir- 


| cum- | 


dA&g 4. 
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| curſtance inperforming ir. The 
ſubſtance of rhe duty is ro ſceke 
| the kingdome of God and hi righ- 
 reouſnes. Hererouching theac- 
tion required , I (hall not need 
roſay much; I ſuppoſe wee are 
none of v3 to ſeeke, what itis to 
 feeke : Who doth not appre- 
hendit, to bea very diligent & 
 buſie kinde of enquiry; ſuch as 
was his in the parable for his 
ſheepe, or hers for her groate* ? 
Concerning the matter to. bee 


righteouſnes. For Gods kingdom, 
icisaterme in ſcripture : ſome- 


times morelargely caken,ſome- 


times more ftraitly : morelarge- 
ly,it is that ample authoriry,and 


 vnlimited foucraignty , which 


God hath and exerciſerh ouer 
all his crearures, both in heauen 
and in carth; wherofis mention 


Pſal. 


— 


fought, it requires more ope- | 
ning 3 It is Geas kingdowy, and his | 


— 


mn — 
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Plal.1 03. 19. The Lord hath pre- 
ared hes threne rn the h:4utns : 9+ 
hs kinedom ral-th oxcr all : more 


his Church, ouer his choſen ge- 
neration, hts peculiar people; 


| which 1s ſo often aſcribed to 


Chriſt, as be 1s tne Mediator be 


| twixt God and vs : ofthis fpake 
| the Angell, bringing rydings of 
| Chriſts birth, 8 Ze hl retgne #- | 


ner the houſe of 1acob for ever and 


of bus kingdom there ſhal be no end: 


| of this did Devid prophecy in 


rerming Chrilt the King ſet op by 
Gad, wpon his holy mountaine- 


.| Zion, God according to the 


ele&ion of grace hath called our 
ſome from the reſt of mankind, | 
whom hee will ſaue, all that is 
done forthe good ofthele is the 
kingdom of Chriſt, This king- 
domeis conl1der2blecither as it 
is in gathering and ſicting in thts 


| 


ſtraicly,it is that command over. 


j 
J 
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What it ts 80 


ſecke the | 
kinrdeme of | 
God. 


Wiat u the 
righteor: ſnes 
of God, 


a 
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life, ( and is termed fotheking- 
dome of grace) oras itis in ac- 
compliihment in the life to 
come, ( and {o is called the king- 
dome of glory.) And thisis the 
kinzdome of God properly inten- 
ded here; ſo that to ſeeke the_ 
kingdome of God,is, to endeuour 
by an entrance into grace, to 
zather aſſurance of an intereſt 
intoglory. Now concerning 
that which is called he righte- 
onſnes of God , which is here an- 
nexed as a thing to be ſought 
for with this kingdom ; Know 
we this britely that by it here, 
is not ment thateflentiallrigh- 
reouſnes whereby God is in him 
ſe}fe righteous, which righte- 


| ouſnes ſomttme betokeneth his 
truth and fidelitie in the perfor- 
| manc2 of kis promiſcs (as 2.7im. 
4.8. 1 70h.4.9;) lometimes his. 
wines and vprightneſie in the | 
admi- 


—— —  - — _ 
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adminiſtration of the world, 
which is that doingright which 
Abraham ſpake of * but here the 
righteonſnes of God is taken much 
atcertbe ſame ſenſe, as it is Rom. 
1.17.& Phil.3.9 namely for that 
righteouſneſſe, by which man , 
who is a baſe, vile, andpollured 
{inner in himſelfe , is accepted 
righreous before God, and is ju- 
ſtified in his ſight. This is called 
God's righteouſnes, becauſe as it is 
acceptable ro God, ſo it is who- 
ly wrought in man by God 
through Chriſt,man conferring 
nothing therevnto. Now out 
of this righteouſnes, by which a 
man is iuſtittied before G o », 
ſtreameth another which diſco- 
uereth it ſelfe by the fruits of 
righteouſnes before men ; For 
| thoſe whom the Lord by the 
righteouſneſle of faith diſchar- 
| geth from the damnation of (in, 
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i Gen. 1$. 


the | 
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the ſame he (ers at liberty by his 
ſpirit from the dominion of lin ; 
{o rhat they have their fruit in 
holines,ſo many asare in th'end 
to have crernall lite. This phraſe 
then touching the righreouſnes 
of this kinedo 18 added bur as an 
illuſtration of the former. For 
to [eeke the kingdome of God, is to 
ſecke the righteouſnes of God, that 
is,t0 ſeeke a paſſage through grace 
into glory, is 10 endeuonr lo be ac- 
cepted as righteous before God by 
teſus Chrift, and to ſhine 1s alight 
in the way of righicouſneſſe among 
men, And this interpretation 
wipeth away that baſe calumny 
which Malaopate the leſuit in his 
Comment vpon this place vieth 
againſt Caluin. Caluin (aiththat 
righteouſneſſe may indifterently 
be referred either to God or to 
kinzdome ; wherevponthe leſu- 
ics triumph, becauſe (4) in the 
Grecke | 
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Greceke is of the maſculine gen- 
der, whereas kingdomeis the fe- 
mininc. whereof Caluine could 
not be ignorant ; and therefore 
went not about to make a gri- 
maricall agreement betwixt the 
words,but todeclare a concord 
of ſenſe; and to {hew (thar 
which istrue) that the righteouſ- 
nefſe of Gods kingdome anel Gods 
righteouſneſſe are all one 3 as in- 
deed it is. Four that righteouſnes 
which becomes a lubieCt of this 
kinedome is ſuch, as by which 
there is 1uſtification before 
God, and fruit of ſanRyfication 
before men. God, and the king- 

dome of God require one and the 
ſ»me righteouſnes, Andnow ha- 

uing (as it were) paued a way 

tor that which 1 ain ro deliver, 
by giuing the ſenſe of the words, 
| come to that which is the do- 


&rine of this place z which is. 
B That 
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That the things which concerne 
the ſoule, voth for the preſent and 
future good thereof muſt bee enqui- 
| red after and ſought for with eſpe- 
call care. This 15 the very pith 
and mirrow ofthis charge. We 
may ſuppoſe that we heard our 
Sauiour ſaying thus: Tox are full 
| of care and thoughtfulneſſe about 
many things,your plots and projects 
are ſpread, and ſtratched, and en- 
larged many wries , what you fhall 
eate, what you ſhall drinke , where- 
with you ſhall bee clothed , you ex- 
tend your deſires like Hell which 
cannot be ſatisfied, and ſo that you 
might h:ue your full lading of the 
things of this preſent world, it 
ſeemes as if you would no more 
one thing i truly and ſimply neceſ- 
ſarie, and init you be pittifully neg- 
ligent ; Behold God offers you 4 
Kingdome , the glorie whereof (if 


99% had eyes to ſec it ) is able to 
| dimme | 


—_—_l@ 


af oc rms on *' 
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| dimme and 10 obſcure all the glit- 
tering pore of all earthly King- 
domes tothe meaneſt ſubiet ther- 
of : not Salomon in all hg royaltie 
i meete tobe compared, the appur- 
tenances whereto , and the priut- 
ledges whereof are ſuch as paſſe- 
onderſtanding , and do exceede all 
that you can aske or thinke, there ts 
righteouſneſſe andpeace, andioy in 
the holy Ghoſt, pull away your oucr- 
eger and too wiolent indeauonrs 
from theſe baſer things , and fixe 
th:m wpon thus ; this ss that onely 
thing which s worth the ſeeking 
for 3 Thus is the purpoſe of the 
place,thus is the doftrine. Now 
tor the point it ſelfe, it ſhall bee 
no hard taske for mee, to con- 
firme it by the Scripture ; what 
elſe butthis endeauour and care 
for heauenly things, can bee in- 
tended in theſe terms of ſecking 
for wiſedome, and knowledge as 
Ba. a_—_ 
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16. 
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treaſure * , of takin 'g the kingdome 
of heauen þ 7 force |, of preſiine in- 
toit ® , of lazouring for the meate 
which c;.dureth to cuerliflin? 
life ", of ſtriuing to enter in 11the 
ſiraite gate ®, of ru-nins tn 0b- 
taine ®, of followene bard tow:rd 
the marke, for theprice of the hi;h 
call: ef Gole *c. 1 of gluing all 
deligence *; ". what is here ment in 
all theſe but that ſceking for the 
kingdaome of God and hu righte- 
ouſneſſe , which 15 here pei ſwa- 
ded? [3 not this that reaſure hid 
inthe field,that pearl: of gr eat price 
fr the parchaje wherof all s fold", 
was not this it which Moſes va- 
w_ more they the treaſures of E 
{1 *,, and which Dani choſe 
0 then the abundance of 
wheate and wine, which the men of 


; T he Chriſtians 
ſiluer, of ſearching for it as for | 


the world ſomnchafſfecFed ®, and, 


which Paul aidaccount 15 lefſes, | | 
ant ; 


— 
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and indge as dung that hee might 
winnz * And why aretheeleR 
of Gd called a gereration of ſee- 
kers 7, but in reſpett of their in- 
quiries after this , according as 
it 15 the brand of the vngodly 
thacthey ſeeke not *, And ſure- 
ly if either the exccllency of a 
matter, or the nece{hitie rherof, 


may be of force to per{wade in- | 


x wat and to [tirre vp care, nei- 
ther ofthem is wanting, in the 
things which C hriſt here com- 
mends vnto our ſecking. For 
excellency ; The very name ot 
a Kingdome argueth worth : 
the Deuill had hope ro preuaile 
euen with Chriſt with the offer 
of Kingdomes *, the addition 
of, God, ( thekinedome of God ) 
addeth to the dignitie , what 
thoughts are able to reach to 
the excellency of ſuch a King- 
dome, to which God is enti- 
B 3 tled? 
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x Phil. $. 


nn 


y Pſa. 24.6 


z Pſa 10.4, 


a Luk TOO 
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5 Reu. 1.6. 
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cRom.8. 
37* 


da.Tim.4. 
8. 
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tled ?. The kingdomes of the 
carth will endure no partners, 
thereis one onely King , all the 
reſt be ſubiefts. Thelimmes of 
chis Kingdome are Kings all. 
Chriſt Telus hath made vs Kings 
unto God even his father ®, even 
inthis life they are all through 
him more then conquerors ©, and 
they (ſhall each haue a crowne of 
righteouſneſſe at the day of his ap- 
pearing ©, Let vs looke alittle, 
vpon the particular excellency 
of each degree of this kingdom. 
The kingdome of grace , which 


is his Church here onearth, ga- 


thered by the preaching of rhe 
Goſpell ; Gloriows things are þo- 


| ken of thee ( faith Daxid ) thou cit- 


tic of God ©, Itus theioy of the 
whole earth, the Cittie of the great 
King, in the palaces whereof God is 
knowne for arefuge *, the mem- 
bers of it, «re an holy nation, 4 ſc- 


leited 


_ 


— 
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a 


leted companys, the people that 


quitie forginen *, they are aszthe 
firſt fruits of bus Creatures \, they 
which wrong them , ewill ball 
come pon them faith the Lord *, 
God giueth his Anzells charge oner 
them |, and s vnte them as a wal 


nour of Kings ts be: nowreine {a- 
thers,and of Queenes to be nour- 
cing mothers vnton *, Thusand 


of grace. Now for the King- 
dome of glory, which way (ball 
Tbeginne to declare theexcel- 
| lency of it , whenas the things, 


eare beard, neither banc entred 1n- 
tothe beart of man , God hath pre- 
pared for them that lowe bins *? 
This I may fay inawordrhar 


[proportion betwixt the Cope 
| _ of 


Jwell therein-{hall have their ini- | 


of fire round about ©, [t is the ho- | 


more then thus, is the kingdom | 


— 


which neither eye hath ſeeme , nor | 


tooke what diffcrencethitiens in | 


"£ 2s Pet. 2 
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he Chriſtians | 


of heauen,and the earth, which 
reſpectiuely to it ,, is but as a 
ricke inthe midſtot a Center, 
the ſame and muck morethere 
is betwixt the glory of all the 
kingdomesof the world vnited 
rogerher ("if it were poſſible) 
| into one, and that which the 
| Apoſtle calieth the glorie which 
ſhalbe ſhewed hereafter ?. Better 
with a kinde of (tlent aſtoniſh- 
ment to admire it ; then to take 
on vs Either to diſcribe ir, or to 
comprehend it in particular. 
Now (hall nor ſuch a thing as 
this bee reputed worthy of our 
beſt care? What doe men many 
times to obtaine a corruptible_ 
crowne 1, Strange things are 
done out ofthe deſire and hope 
of kingdomes. Ir is ſaid in ſto- 
ry, that when Aero his mather 
being with childe with him s 
vw of the Aftrologers _ 
er 


Mt. 


wt. ou —_— 


ti. 
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Zine-loade_. | 
— 
her {onne ihould come vnto, & 
was tald thathe ſhould raigne, 
but kill his morbec, feid (he, Let 
him kill me ſo he may be King : thus 
ambicious was thee of a King- 
dos tar her ſonne. This tor 
the excellencie of the kingdom. 
Now the righteouſneſle heere 


ſpoken of, it is excellent too,elle | 


why doth the holy Ghoſt call 
it a robe of riohteouſne(ſe, and a 
garment of ſaluation, with which 
wholo is clad & decked likea brid- 
grome\, andtired zs a Bridewith 
lewels *, and how canthat be o- 
ther then excellent,by whichan 
vgly linner , is mae holy and wn- 
blamcable , and without fault in 
Goas ſight *. | have briefly poin- 
ted you to the excellency of the 
thing commended to our ſeck- 
ing ; Nowlet me {hew you the 
neceſhty too. Thenecelutic in 
a words ſuch, that without ad- 
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mitrance into this Kingdome, | 
without partaking of this righ- | 


teouſneſſe there is no poſhbility 
for a mans ſoule ro bee ſaued in 


the day of Chriſt, For vpon 


all thoſe that are without the 


| pale of this kingdome ſhall be ex- 


ecuted that ſentence, bring them 


' hither and flay them before mee *, | 


and know ye not { ſaith the Apo- 


[tle ) tha the unrighteous,fuch as 


haueno righteouſneſſe, /hall yot 


inherit the kinodeme of God®, and | 


now, what faith Chriſt ? What 


| ſhall it profit aman, though hee 
| ſhould winne the whole world and | 
looſe his owne ſoule *, were it not | 


berter for a man that heehad 
neuer been borne, then to haue 
his portion in the lake which 


 burneth with fire «ud brimfone | 
which is the ſecond death ? ? Look | 


then of what neceflitie, faluati- 


and life e- | 


. Ls ad i 


YE UE, 


CE 


| 


ternall | 


—_—— a. 


| | Line-loode_>. "26" 


ternal is,otthe ſame is this kimg- 
dom: of God, and this righiconſ- 
neſje here ſpoxen of, It it bene- 
ceiſlarie for a man to ſecke to be 
ſaued, it is neceſlary ro ſeekerhe 
preſent and furure good of his 
| ſoule by Jaying the foundation | 
of his hope of glory, vponhis 
now being inthe ſtare of grace. 
What can deſeruethe very beſt, | 
and as it were the very quintil- | 
ſence ofa mans care if nor this? | 
Thus is the Doctrine. Icome 
now to the vie, 

The Vle of this Doctrine, 1 The Ye. 
will beginne with a reproofe; 
go on in with anexhortation, & 
perfit witha dire&tion. The re- 
proofe is of the generall , yea | 
and the intollerable neglect of | 
thar, in which ( according as f 
hath been ſhewed) there ought | . | 
to bee {uch an eſpeciall care. 


Mens ordinarie carriage in and | 
about | 
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in and abour this Kingdome of 
 God,and his righteouſne(ſefauou- 
reth ofan opinion, that either 
it 13 one of the moſt needleſle,or 
one of the moſt eaite things that 
is, to be ſaued. If it were indeed 
the moſt ſuperfluous bulinefſe 
and fuch as did asketheleſt la- 
bour for performance, I donot 
ſee how there could bee lefle 
diligence and more cold ende- 
nours beſtowed abour it then 
chere is, Truth .is, rheſe are 
ſecking times : euery man is bu- 
fie in ſzeking ſomething or 0- 
ther; Here is one ſeekes for pro- 
fir, another for delighr,another 
for reuenge, another fora newe 
faſhion ; but how may a man 
runne ( with Jeremy ) too and 
iro by our ſtreetes and inquire, 
before hee can meete with one, 
30 throughly and tothe pur- 


| poſe 
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about the matters of the ſoule, 


Wa 
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| Litie-lodde.3: 


poſe ſeckes the kingdome of God 


and the appurtenances there- 


unto? For one ſcrious and deep | 


thought, abour marrers of an 
heaucnly nature, we haue euen 
thouſands abour theſe rhree 
worlaly pork rites mentioned 
by Sint John * The luſs of the 


fleſh, the tuft of the eyes , and the- 


pride of life. Not a man among 
many , but wculd rather omit 
an oportunity for his foule,then 
not embrace an occa(1on filling 
in at the ſame time , forthe im- 
prouement of his commoditie, 
forthe tickling and feeding of 
his delight, tor the vpholding 
of that which heetermes hisre- 
putation among men. It ts a 
rarething, when an earthly bu- 
ſineſle, eſpecially when it carri- 
eth an appearance and a proba- 
| ble ſhew ot ſome quicke and ſen 
ſible aduantage is made co giue 
a 
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place, that ſoa meanes of good 


| andedifying to the ſoule, ma 


be entertained, but itis an ordi- 
nariething to ſee ſpirituall oc- 
currences , in which God offer- 
eth hs kin2aome and his riehte- 
ouſneſſe vo vs , wltled aſide, 
and made to ſtand by, forthe 
ſake of a preſent contentment to 
the outward man; In one word, 
matters of the ſonle are ſo fol- 
lowed with that fleightneſle, 
with that {eldomnes, with that 
remiſſenes, as it they were only 
of the By, and matters of the 
worldare plyed with that eger- 


| nefſe, with that induſtry, with 


that intention berth of minde 
and body, asif they were the 
maine, or as if God had made 
man onely to that endto haue 
a portion 1n this life , and to 
graſpeinas much of the world 
as it is poſhble. Doth not this | 
deſerue , 


—_—__———— 


ec 


| bus words like goads *,it may wel 
| beinthis; Folly is roo gentle a 


| his happinefle, nay which may 


| Concernes the eternall good of 


Line-loode_. 


deſeruc reproofe ? If in any. 
thing a Preacher ſhould make 


terme tocall it by, madneſſe in 
the higheſt degree, is not ſo 
foule a name as it deſernes : a 
man to beſtirce himſelfe with 
the ſtrength of his whole ende- | 
yours , for that which cannor 
adde ſo much as a drammeto ! 


quickly hazard him in the prin- 
cipall, and inthe mcanetimeto 
put that to an aduenture which 


his ſoule and body, can wee de- 
uiſe what one name to piue it | 
which may ſerue to expreſlethe | 
groſſeneſle of it asit is ? vnder- 
ſtand yee vnwiſe among the. 
people, and ye fooles when will 
you be wiſe ? with what charme 
might a man dcuiſe to coninre 
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 outthjs rerch-leſſe and vnwor- 
thy {pirit, which makes Hellto 
enlarge itſclte, by daily carry- 
ing headlong into it ſuch a 
world of ſoules. Let me entreat 
you, to doe your felues cuery 
one that right , as to conſider 
your ſelues concerning this , to 
ſee whether this bec nor your 
very fault, that you faile in care 
for rhe things rhat concerne the 
Kinzome of God,and thatin you 
abate hungry care, forterrene 
commodirics ; doth even cate 
vp and deuoure,the care of hea- 
uenly chings, eucn as 7he leane_- 
Kixe, in Pharaohs dreame /wel- 

| lowed wp the fat > and if it befo, 

then, ſay notto me as Ahab to 
Eliah , haſt thous found moe 0 mine 
evennie ? but rather as Dau:ddid 
ro Abizail, Bleſſed bee the Lord 


God of "Irael which hath ſent thee 
 t9w day torepreue me ©. Beholdl | 


| | & am | 


———————_—_——_—_— 
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am here preſent before God, to 
heare whatſoeuer thou haſt to 
ſay vnto me from God, forthe | 
ſpeedy reforming of this great | 
neglet. And ſo I cometo the 
ſecond thing in my Vſe ;the Ex- 
horcation ; And here, I could 
wiſh ,-that I had ſome ſpeciall 
pifrand powerto perſwade,and 
that ſome ſuch law of grace 
were in my lips, that I might be 
among you this day as was Bar- 
uabas at Antioch, vpon whole 
words of exhortation mvch peo- 
ple ioynetthemſelues onto the_ 


Lord. And yet isitnot ſtrange | 


and pittifull, that in ſuch a caſe 
as this is, a man ſhould {> much 
neede a perſwaltue tacultie? I 
were wondetful,it therenceded 
much Rhetorique, to worke a 
ſicke man, to be willing to have 
health, a poore man to bee wil- | 
ling ro be made tich, a condem:- | 
C ned 
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demned man to bee willing to 
recciuea pardon ; And yetſuch 
an auerſnes is 1n our nature yn- 
to good, and (o (enſclefle are we 
of che beſt things , that a Prea- 
cher in his meditations, is in no 
one thing drjuen to ſo great a 
ſtraite,as to find out arguments 
and motives, ſuch as may bee 
forcible inough to worke vs to 
this, that we would bee ſaued; 
and that we would embrace the 
offer of a kingdome. If thou 


| kneweft ( ſaid Chrift to the wo- 


man at the well)the gift of God®, 
and ſo if wee were aware of the 
worth of that which is rendred 
to vs, and how much the hap- 
pineſle of the ſoule exceedeth all 
things elſe za few words ſhould 
perſwade vs , Preachers ſhould 
have ſmall neede to importune 
vs, and call to vs as Paultothem 
at Liſfra, O men why doyetheſe 


things 


TS a Eos oe. 
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| things *, O yee houſe of 1ſrael why 
will ye dte®,nay we would neuer 
leaue preſhng and vrging the 
miniſters of God with that que- 
ſtion of the perplexed Iaylor 
Sirs,what muſt we do to be ſaued®. 
Let vs therefore bee ſtirred yp, 1 
beſcech you, on all hands con- 
cerning this; you that haue bin 
vtterly carzlefſc herein, & haue 
ſcarſe beſtowed one earneſt 
thought vpon the things that | 
concerne your ſoules, beginne 
now atthe laſt ro be more adui- | 
ſed, do not any longer leaue this 
bulineſle ro an hazard, as if it 
were a matter of nothing to bee 
damned ; Betwixt the not fin- 
ding of this Kingdomeand the 
falling irrecouerablie into the 
Kingdome of eternall darknes, 
| with the Deuill and bis Angels, 
|thereisno third. And you that 
haue beſtowed ſome care this 
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way, be perſwaded to beielous 
ouer your care, thatit hath nor 
beene ſo carneſt, ſo conſtant, ſo 
inrentine a£ it oughtto be,learn 
now from hence foorih to dou- 
ble your care ; and know that 
vnlefle you be well acquainted 
with this , whar a dealc of bu{t- 
neſle, what inquiry , whartſtri- 
uing doth accompany religion, 
youare yet farre from the king- 
dome of God. Hethat cannot 
ſay out of perſonall experience, 
what an hard & laborious raske 
it15to bea Chriſtian , hee ſhall 
nevermake me belicue thar he 
hath any thing 1a him, ſaue a 
forme of >odlineſſe. Seeking re- 
quires a care and an endeuour | 
more then ordinary. Redeeme. 
veas much time as poſſibly we 
may for this onething, let vs a-! 
bridge our felues rather in our. 


outward profits and the purſuit 
of | 


Line-loode_. 


ee OT 


' of them, let vs rather want op- 
| portunities for our ſports, let all 
other things go to wrack rather 
then this one bulinefle ſhould 
not beforwardcd. Fie vpon it 
that ſo baſe a ſpirit ſhould pol- 
ſefſe men,that they ſhould have 
more minde to be {[aues to the 
world, and ſeruants to vile affe- 
Aions then to bee Heires of a 
kingdome. And thus is theſe- 
cond thing in my Vſe , the ex- 
hortation ; of which becauſe [ 
conceine ſome hope 11 the mer- 
cy of God, that ir ſhallnotvr- 
terly bee in vaine , therefore] 
now come to the third ttung, 
the direction. To exhort to 


ſceking and not toinſtrut how | 


to ſeeke, were vnprolitable; My 
dire&tion therfore {hal be reach- 
ed out to two things, 1. \Where 
to ſecke this kingdome, this 


righteouſneſle. 2. Howto know 
C23 _ 


renee nn 
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Where to 


ſeeke the 


kingdome 
of God & 
his righte- 


oulnes, 
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ofthe Goſpell, which isproued 
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and bee afſured that wee baue 
found it. Theſe two things I 
c:ult of your ſelues and out of 
your owne reaſon you will con- 
cciue to be very vſefull, and of 
great neceflitie, fo that [ ſhall 
not ncede to perſwade you to 
attention touching them. If 

ou are affetted with the loue 
of the commodity ſpoken of hi- 
therto, you will bee glad to vn- 
derſtand where to inquire it and 
how to bce reſolued, that you 
haue attained it. Concerning 
the firſt, where this Kingdome, 
this righteouſnes ruſt be ſoug ht: 
both the one and the other 
muſt be ſought in the preaching 


— 4 


by this thar the Goſpeil is called 
the Goſprll of the kingdome i, be- 
cauſe it declares both the nature 
of this kinedome and the way 
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this as a reaſon , why hee was 
not aſhamed of the Goſpell of 
Chriſt ; becauſe 6 zt the righte- 
onſnes of God & renealed *, which 
two texts (notto inſiſt vpon any 
more ) lhew plainely that hee 
wao aimes at the Aingdome of 
God, and at the righteonſne(ſe of 
Ged, muſt ſeekeir in the Goſpel. 
The diſpenſation ofthis Goſpel, 
God hath commitred to his 
Miniſters 3 Ic is their office like 
Tohn-Baptiſt , to prepare by repen- 
tahce to a kinedome |, and to de- 
clare toa man hs righteouſneſſe ®, 
viz, how being vile in himſelfe, be 
may ſtand and be preſented righte- 
ows before God, Theſe things are 
plaine : God entending tocall 
his ele& out of the power of 
darkneſſe into the kingdome of 
his deare ſfonne, hath appointed 
Paſtors and Teachers for their ga- 
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thering © , and — to make 
them| 
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them to become 7h: rightcouſres 
of God throazh Chriſt hath ſent the 
as Embeſſadors to beſcech, topray, 
rotreat With them in this bul!- 
neſſe ®, Behold rhen art thou 
perſwaded to ſceke the king dome 
of God and hu righteauſneſſe, ei- 
cher ſecke it inthe preaching of 
the word , or elle there is no 
hope for thee to obraine it. 


whenl mention this meanes, 1] 


exclude not prayer (as ſome ac- 
count thoſe that are ſo much 
forpreacking to beenemies vn- 
ro prayer ) | {hut not out the {a- 
crament, [ perſwade not a neg- 
lect ofreading, nay [ intend and 
intoyne theſe rather ; No hope 
of good and comfort by a Prea- 

cher, had he therongue of men 
and Angels, if there bee nor 
ioyned, Prayer to prepare to 
oreaching , &to be as the ſhew- 
ers vpon the mowne graſle, at- 
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ſeale vp tne comiort, which is 
got by preaching : reading and 
meditation to confirme and di- 
velt that knowledge which is 
derived throu: zh preaching, 
theſe thinges ruſt not beeſeue: 
red : God harh toyned them, & 
man may not ſunderthem. Bur 
whoſocuer he is, tha: tainkes he 
may well enough finde out the 
kinaaom of God and hu righteouſ- 
xeſſein the neglect or diſregard 
of the word preached, accoun- 
ting that of no f1imp'e neceſhric 
to that end, and foneuer ſtrines 
ro enloy it, when hee wants It, 
nor cares to make the beſt vic 
of it when hee enioyethit, let 
that man make what thew hee 
will of deuotion, of reſpect ro 
prayer, of honorto the Sacra- 
ment, of reverence ro reading, 
hedorh vtterly beguile his own 
ſoule 
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(oule,& (hall be but as Solomons 
fluggard, who luſteth, but his [oule 


* | hathnought ? ,or as the Prophets 


hungry dreamer , who ina dreame 
| is eating, but is emptie when hee a- | 
| wakes 1 , it was truely delivered | 
of him who ſaid that it « impoſ(+- | 
ble to finde ont that which i ſought 
by a wrong way, and I am ure 
the mouth of the Lord hath | 
ſanified belides this no way, 
but ofthis I may boldly fay this | 
is the way, walkein it, and you 
| (hall finde reſt ro your ſoules; 
and againſt the forſakers of this 
path, I may as boldly denounce 
that ofthe Pſalm; ſuch as do turne 
| aſide by their crooked waies them 


ſhallihe Lord leade with the wor- | 


rPi 125.5. 


kers of iniquitie * they do but watte 
| pon lyins vanities and forſake_ 
' their owne mercy *, Ard this for 
che firftthing in the direQion ; 


where to ſecke. Now forthe 


next | 
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next, bow wee may k now that 
wee haue found , and that our 
| labour in ſecking hath not been 
' in vaine. Touching the kingaom 
' of God farſt: this is a ſure teſtimo- 
| nieand a certain euidence that 
' a man hath-fornd it. A King- 
dome erected in a mans owne 
breft ; I taught before how all 
thatare admitted into this king- 
dome, are Kings themſfeſues; 
'chat oyle of gladneſſe which 
was poured vpon Chriſt by 
which he was made the King o- 
uer Godscle&, is like the ovie 
poured vpon Aaron , which 
ſtreamed rhence to his beard, 

| & to theskitts of his garments, 

ſo is that diſperſed from him 
(the head )vnto al his members; 
and they are partakers with him 
of his royall dignity ; and are 
| Kings not only in reſpeRt of rri- 
umphing with him, ouer Sa- 
| | than, | 


_ Y — 


4 


| 


| 


How a 
man may 
know he 


hath found 


the king- 
dome of 
God ard 
his righte. | 


outſnefle, 
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than, but in refpe& of a —_ 
queſt they haue ouer thelelues, 
their fleſh with the afteQions 
and lJuſts being crucified , and 
chey having by the power of 
Gods ſpirit gotten ſome com- 
mand and maſtery ouer their 
owne hearts. Euery man natu- 
rally isaſeraamt untoluſts *, and 
ycelding obedience vnto {inne, 
in the concupiſcence thereof, 8: 
is a ſlave vnto vile aftetions. 
Heethat is brought within the 
compaſle of this kingdome vy 
the power ofthe Goſpel], is in 
ſome mealure diſcharged from 
this ſeruituge ( for where the ſþ1- 


| 


though he bee not {traight way 
come to that abſoſuteneſle of 
ſoueragnety ouer him{clte, thar 
rhereis in him no rebellion of 


thelaw of his fleſh againſt God, 


yet,he maintaineth a continuall 
and ) 


Line-loode >. 


and an implacable war againſt 
his own corru prions ; fo that by 
char meanes, as it 15{4id of che 
houſe of Sauland Danid, there 
was lons watrre betwixt the two, 

but Dauid waxed ftronzer and the 
houſe of Saul waxed weaker *, lo 
the old man,continually decai 
eth, ang the new man, becomes 
more potent. He rethen , haſt 
thou beene a long and 3 diligent 
ſeeker of the Kingdome of God,by 
dependance vpon the Goſpel! 
of the kingdome, and wouldeſt 
thou know, whether thou haſt 
found that which thou inten- 
Jeſt, and fo mailt wich comfort 
ſay with Deborah, tothy lelfe, 0 
my ſonle thou haſt marched wats- 
antly , fee and inquire into thy 
ſelfe, how thou canſtrule thy 
choughts, thy will, ny afkecti- 

ons, by the word of God, and 
| by the ſpicir of God. it 
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here is the queſtion ; art thou 
dragged and drawne into euill 
as a captiue or doſtthou follow 
as a willing Sernant?Canſt thou 
truely fay before God with 
whom there is nodiſſembling, 


which thou wouldeſt not doe, 
and which thy heart is cleane a- 
gainſt, and for which thou car- 
rieſt a kinde of indignation , a- 
gainſt thy ſelfc, and artthertore 
fiill wraftling and combating 
with thine owne vnruly moti- 
ons, ſtriving if by any meanes 
thon maicſt beable to ouerma- 
ſter them, I ſay to thee the Kine- 
aome of God s withinthee, and 
thou haſt found the thing which 
thou haft ſought for. Other- 
wiſe, if thou bee a ſeruant vnto 
thine own luſts, and art willing- 


| 


| 


1y & defiroully raking thought 


for 


that the euill thou doeſt is that | 


—— 


— 


— 


k 


for the ſte(h to content it, ſo 
that thine owne corruption is 
no burthen to rhee, thou main- 
raineſt no quarrell againſt it, 
thou contenaeſt not with it, I 
ſay to thee, thou arr a ſtranger 
from this kingdome : thou art a 
vaſſall of Sathan : and all thy 
profefhon of religion is but 
meere hypocrilie. I baue given 
theea marke, oneof many, by 
which thou maieſt know whe- 
ther thou haſt found that King- 
dome, Let mee deliver thee an 
other, by which thou maiſt vn- ' 
derſtand whether thou haſt 

found therighteouſnes of God yea 

orno. Icould here inliſt vpon 

that perpetuall companion of 
beingaccepted righteous before 
God,through Chriſt, w® is cal- 

led? peace towards Godby which 

is meant inward comfort in the 

aſſurance of ceconciliation with 


God | 
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God through leſus Chriſt. Bur 
I commend this rather now for 
breuiries ſake; viz. that rhe king- 
dome of God lookes two wayes ; 


to God andro man :to God, fo 
asthere it preſents a man fault- 


| 


 lefle in his fight; ro men, ſoas it 


makes a man like Zachariah and 
Elizabeth inthe cie of the world 
to live without reproofe * : what is 
that? to live without iuft chal- 
lenge; I fay wſt challenge ; tor 
the moſt blamelefle, are liable 
to vniuft exceptions : Cruell 
| witneſſes riſe vp , who lay to 
their charge, things which they 
never kney : butyet bee which 


hath found the righteouſnes of 
' God ( fſuchis the inſeparable v- 
nion bertwixt juſtification and 
 ſanfification) lives (6 , and by 
the grace of God , ſo hath his 
| conuerſation in the world, that 
zi not found to liue in the or- | 


Lo Þþ dinary | 


———— —  - = — — 
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dinarie praCtiſe -of any one 
knowne ſpeciall ſinne. Ler eue- 
ry one therefore that woulc 
know touching himſelfe, whe 
cher hee hatch obtained to tha? 
righteouſnefſe by which a Sin- 
ner is acquitted before the Tri 
| bunall ſeate of God; inquire in- 
to himſelfe for this, wherher out 
of conſciericerowards God and 
in del{ireto adorne the dodqrine 
of God, and tofaue it from be- 
ing ill/poken of ; heecareth to 
walkeinthe waies of righteonſ 

neſſe betore men ; Hee who 
bindes himſelfe to ſuch a cir- 


may keepe himſelfe vnſpotred 
of the world ,cand may ſhine 
like a light in theſe naughtic 
times , that man hath found che 
riohreouſneſſe of God. He that is | 
2/rogethcr eiflolute, walking in 
the waies of his owne heart, or 


cumſpe&t walking, as that hee | 


— 
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elle contents himlelfc with a for- 
mall cariage, thinking ( as the 
moſt doc). that it is not good to 
be too preciſe, and ſo vndera 


color thereof rakes ordinary li- 


berty to Þimiele in fome 
things , witict: are not ivſtifia- 
ble ; that man is yet in his (ins, 
and hee is no other then a loth- 
ſome (inner in the {(1ght of God. 
And thus I haue art laſt ended 
this vie, and fo the firſt point 
touching the ſubſtance of the 
duty giuen in charge ſceke yee_s 
firſt the kingdome of God and his 


riehteouſneſſe. 


The next is touching the. 


manner or order of ſeeking : 
Secke it firſt, Concerning which, 
this is the Do@trine. 

That the matters of God, apper- 
taining to his glory and the ſaluati- 
on of our owne ſoules, ought in all 


things to haue the preheminence. 
Seeke 


” 


| 


A 


Line-laode_ b 


Seeke firſt; Thu before all things, 
this aboue all things. The trueth 
hereof ſhall beſt appeare, if wee 
take view of it on this faſhion, 


Viz. That heauenly things ought to | 


be firſt in each mans life, firſt in ech 
day, and firſt in euery buſines. Firſt 
in each mans life. Remember thy 
Creator in the dates of thy youth *. 
It 2004 for a man to hane borne 
the yoke in his youth* , euen achild 
muſt bee taught the trade of his 
way ©. Was it not commenda- 
ble in 7ofiah that hu heart was 
wpright before the Lord, when he 
was buteight yeares old © ? was 
it not wcll chat Timothy was trai- 
ned vp in the knowledge of the > 
Scripture from 4 childe © ? If the 
firſt fruirs be holy, isthere nor 
hope, that the whele lumpe will ve 
/o*, Haue you neuer heard of 
that obſeruation, touching A44- 
rons rod , that it was of an Al- 
D 2 mond; 
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mond tree , and an Almond 


tree as appeares by er. 1.11.12. | 
is of the trees which do firſt put out: | 


hethat will be for Gods purpo- 
ſes muſt beginue ro blow and 
bud berimes. A baſe thing to 
relerue the yeeres forthe Lord, 
in which a man ſhall ſay, Thaue 
nopleaſure in them. The put- 
ting off till then , is ordinarilie 
puniſhed eirher with a not ca- 
ring to ſecke, or with a not pre- 
vailing to finde. 

2. It muſt bee fir/t in each day. 


In the morning I will direct me on- 


to thee, 7 prenenied the morning 
light, and cried for Iwaited on thy 
word *. It is good to conlecrate 
a mans-firſt awaking vnto God. 
Religious thoughts firſt let into 
the heart of a Chriſtian in the 
morning will keep it in the bet- 
tertuneall the day. Drunkards 


riſe carly to follow drankenneſſe ', 
| and 


i ect 


{ 


| 


_ 


;_ ——_— 
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po © CR 


and evilmzn imagine wickednes 
on their beds that as /oone as the 
morniug light s come they way pra- | 

| &iſeit *, Asthey giue their firſt | 1 1c ayy, 
endeauours to the Deuill, fo | 

ſhould Gods ſeruants deuore & | 
divert their firft and their frelh- 
eft meditations to his glorie. 

3. It muſt bee firſt in each bu- 
fineſſe. Our Saviour would ' 
none of him, that would doe | 
ſomething elſe before he would 
giue attendance vpon his ſer- 
uice ', The Magiſtrate muſt | 15.6, 
make this the firſt in his funCti- 62, 
-j jon: ſo Dawid comming tothe 
crownereſolued to deftroy all the 
wicked of the Land, and to cit off 
the Workers of iniquitie from the 

1 Citie of the Lord betimes ® : and | mPl. 101, 
| | hee was aſhamed ot himſelfe 
| that he had beene ſo caretull of 
a conuenient houſe for his own 
eſtate, before hee had prouided 
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a berter place for the Arke of 


God to reſt in *. The Miniſter 
muſt make this firft-1n his cal- 
ling, preferring Gods matters 
and his bulines before the ad- 


 vancement of his owne perio- 


nall affaires ®, nay before his 
?, The ſerving of his 


end in entering into that fer- 
uice, bnt that whichthe Apo- 
ftle ſpeakes of, euen that by all 


- | meanes he may ſaue ſome 4. Hee 


that ſets on with the Maſterſhip 
and gouernment ofa family,by 
entering into the ſtate of Wed- 

locke muſt make this firlt in his 


| proceeding. His firft aime muſt 


be, as Gods in the firſt inſtituti- 
on of marriage, the encreafing 
of Gods kingdome, the ad- 

vancement of Gods glory, by « 


2odly ſeede © and that be may keepe 


| bis veſſel in kolines and in honor *, 


When 


| 


al 


Line-loode_>, 


When luſt and couetouſneſſe be 
the leaders, a mariape is like an 
heritage haftily gotten, the end 
whereof) ſhall not bee bleſſed © : Ina 
worde it muſt bee thus in all 
things ; for , whether ye cate or 
arinke or what{oeuer ye do, do all to 
the glory of Goa *, Andisthere 
| not reaſon why ic (ſhould bee 
thus! who by ſo good right may 
challenge the 'precedence , as 


and haue onr being *, is irnotof 
himthat wee ae able to ſecke, 
andto whomis alldueif not to 
him from whom all comes? 
{hall not hee have the prime of 
our daies,the flower of our wir, 
the beſt and firength of all char 
is within vs, out of whoſe boun- 
tie we bane all, that we enioy ? 
Wellis it aid, that God being 
the Ancient of daies, may pleade 
a kinde of ſceniority,and by it re- 
D 4 quire 


God may ?1z bim we line &+ mone | 
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vireto be firſt ſerued. Then 
beiides, the things that concern 
cheeternallgood and happines 
of the ſoule. are our chiefelt bu- 
(ines, and che following & pro- 
curing ot them, is the maine et- 
rand for which weearc come in- 
to this world. God ſent no man 
into this world properly to mak 
himlelfe rich,to come to honor, 
or tolate himſelfe , with the va- 
niſhin2 contentments of this 
life ,-butthe end ot euery mans 
comming into the world is, | 
rhat by glori:ying of God here, 
hee may lay vp in ſtore a good 


come. Now what man of or- 
dinarie vnderſtanding, but ifhe 
tourney intoany place, hee will 
be ſure rodoe thar firſt which is 
of moſt moment ? Suppoſe a 
man were occaſioned to trauell | 
vpto Zenaon, tothe Terme vp- 
on | 


_— 


Line-loode_. 


| on ſ»metriall of his eſtate, hap- | 
| pily beis requeſted being there 
to performe ſome kindneſſes 
tor others, and it may bee hee 
hath a meaning, to buy ſ@me 
ſuch commodities as the place 
affords; but what doth he doe 
fir{t, whereunto doth he princi- 
paliy fet himſelfe, will he: not 
firſt atrend that , ſor which hee 
 vndertooke the journey, reſolu- 
{1ns ro ſet tiiatin ſome forward 
 nejſe, before he ſtirreth ſo much. 
; asa foot tdout oughtelſe,when 
that is once done, then if any 
leaſuretime fall out, hee will He- 
ſtow that' vpon his by-occaft- 
ons. [s there not the like reaſon 
in this? A man 15 come here in- 
to rhe-world , where in a {mall 
ſcantling of time he hath man 
things'to accompliſh , but yer 
ſach, asare not all of like impors- | 


| 


tance; ſome are bur likeſeeing | 
| of 
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of friends, or delinerie of let- 
ters, or buying of trifles, orthe 
like , falling into ſuch aijourney 
25 before] ſpake of ; there is one 
maine imployment, and that 
 concernes the ſoule, it-is like 
grand triall' at the law whereon 
hangs a mans whole eſtate; Is it 
| not now agreeing to wiſedome, 
| chat this ſhould beefirſt follow 

ed, and applied with the firſt 
endeauour, that ſoif a man bee 
ouertaken byrime , it any of his 
errands bee left vnfiniſhed , it 
may not bethat 

| doing , and to his caſting away 
for euerand eucr? Whar thould 
' [labour ro ſay more concer- 
' ning this | Surely if matters of 
[this kinde muſt bee ſought and 
cared for atall , they muſt bee 
ſought and cared for,and inten- 
ded firſt of all : and therefore 


__—_ 
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, the nordoing | 
| whereof , may turne tohis vn- | 
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for- | 


es 


| large diſcourſe;ir iseuen ninough 


| 
| 


| 


4 


| angry was God with thepeo- 


Line-leode >. 


' [ 
torbearing to make any turcher| 
diſcourſe 1n ſo manifeit a point, | 


{| Wiil haiten to the Vie. | 
Here is matter inough for a 


ro vexe the righteous ſoule ot a 
Lot, roſe whacindignitie is ot- | 

fered to the things of God, and 
what folly is commitred in re. 

| tourning theſe important bult- 
 neſſes, into the hindermoſt: 
place. To equall Hagar with: 
Sarah is iniurious, but to giue: 
Hagar the place and ro make Sa- 
rah to come behind as an atten-' 
dant is intolerable. What ſaith 


our Saujour? Is the ſeruant that | 
| hath beene abroad all day at 


worke, bid {ic downe and waited 
on,aſloone as he is come home? 
Is he not commanded toattend | 


firſt vpon bis maſter and ſo to 
rarrie till his turne comes? ?How 


| 


ple, 
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ple, who tooke their owne con- 
tentment firſt , in ſeeling them 
houſes, beſore they took in had 
| z H2g.1.4. | the repairing of his houſe*, and 
how wasthe Prophet toexclaim 
vpon thoſe who were wont to 
ofter the lame & the{1ck among 
aMal.r. 8. | their cattle for a ſacrifice *, as if 
anything had bin good inough 
for God? Theſe things are types 
and ſhadowes,of that baſe vſage 
w*jsro be ſeen in men towards 
God who ſceme to account the 
very dregs & refuſe of all to be 
good inough for him, of whom 
| the beſt and the principallis nat 
worthy. In ſteed of ſeeking the 
kingdomof God and kh righteouſ- 
ncs inthe firſt part of lite, what 
more vſuall then to prorogue & 
| to put off this duty vniilthe laſt 
act?Thart to which the dawning 
| ofa mans age isdue,is poſted oft 
| vntilthe euening,men not con- | 


| {idering | 
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fidering how that folly (which as 
Salomow (aith Proverb. 22.15.) i 
beund in the heart of a childe, will, 
if it be ſuffred to gather ſtrength 
by continuance , praoue ſuch a 
hugeand vnruly lumpe , as will 
nor ſoone bee ouermaſtered : 
hard isitto plucke vp that plant 
of corruption,which hath taken 
roote downewards. Me thinks 
when I cipic an old man, that 
hath ſpent his younger daies in 
ſceking of any thing rather then 
the thinges belonging to his 
ſoule, to bee to ſeeke howand 
which way to ſerue God arighc 
and ro be faued , hee is like one 
who hauing run out his youth 
misllicie, isin the end put to his 
ſhifts and glad to begge for his 
living, when heis old. What a 
mylerie , when one ſhall bring 
his noare bead infuch extremi- 
ticto the graue ? and farre grea- 

rer | 
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rer it is when one ( through the 
i uſt handof God ) ſhall as hee 


hath hued in vanitic, ſo con- 


clude in impenirency,& go out 
of the world as blindly, as hee 
hath gone on in the world ad- 


uenmredily. This is the iſſue 


molily of ſhufling the things of 


God and of our ſoules from the 


right place. Well; next,for ſeek- 
ing the kingdome of Godin euery 
day x ; 1 omitto vrge that which 
is bcſt knowne to each mans 
 ownefoule;, rouching private 
communings with the Lord & 


{lifring vp the heart conſtantly 


towards him enery morning Ji 
doe note onely the thinges that | 
are obuious and apparant. Ler | 
the moſt houſes and families be 
a reſtimony how rare a thing ir 
15to beginne the day with a ſee- 


king of the Lord by prayer. 
' Surely if the Lord ſhould ſend 


an | 


| 


y 


| asirdid with Egypr,inthe night 


| Line-logde. 


an Angell of bis wrath into fo 
many houſes, as where this eui- 
denceof ſecking the kingdome 


of God fir{t doth want] believe | 
it would fare with many townes 


that 1/7al did depart , not an 
houſe (ſaithchetext ) in which: 
there was not one dead®, Think 
on it all you maſters of Families 
for your ports, and it you bee 
faulcie , thinke whethertoneg-- 
le&this, can bee to ſceke God's | 
kingdome firſt, and reſolue that 
there ſhall not a day pafſe more. 
before you do retorme it. Gods ' 
curſe attends you in whatſoe- 
uer you put your hands vntoif 
you leaue out this. Well, what 
ſay weto ſeeking this kinggome, 
firſt in enery buſineſſe? Letme be- 
ginne with you Magiſtrates; 
wherero doe you principally & 
mainely leuell your authoritie? 


| 
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I cannot accuſe you in particu- | 
lar,bur rhis 15 the generall guilc, 
vpholding of credit, aduancing 
of profit, ple:furing of friends, 
ſpicing of oppolites, ſuch things 
a: thoſe match in the foremelt 
rancke , it is well it any thing, 
that concernes God and his ſcr- 
aice, come in dropping at the 
laterend; happily tor forme & 
cultome , or co getanameor to 
ſatisfie the importunity of a 
| Preacher, ſome little matter is 
done that way : but where 1s he 
that makes this his firſt & chiete 
 buſines ? For one ſuch Magi- 
ſtrate as Nehbererh that will lay 
all atthe ſtake, that God may 
bee glorified by his gouern- 


ment, an hundred ſuch as GaU7o, 
that do not carefor ſuch things®. | 
There is as much injurie offered | 
to God, in our buiines of the ! 
miniſtery. Many an one there | 


? 


is | 


— 
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iszmongft vs, who if hee were 
demanded, friend why cameſt 
thou hither? what firit moued 
thee to become a Miniſter? | be- 
lienc if he ſhould cell (as we ſay) 
Gods truth , hee muſt confeſle, 
ir was more to live then to la- 
bour, rather to garherſheaues 
into his owne barne, thenro fall 
vp the Lords Garner ; Surel 
that which hath the chieferic in 
a mans deſire,will preuaile moſt 
in his endeauour, hee thar 1s 
more butte to feather his owne 
neft, then to draw the people of 
Chriſt, as ſo many chickens vn- 
der his winges, it cannot bee 
thought thar in his putring his 
hand tothe Lordsplough, hee 
ſought for his righreouſnes and 
his kingdome firſt of all. Whar 
ſhould I ſay of other callings & 
of other buſineſſes; what thinke 
wee { becauſe of the preſent oc- 
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calion , of marriage bulines ) 
what if a man ſhould prefſevp- 
on all here thatare married, & 
in particular vpon the now 
newly married, what was the 
firſt ſought for marter in our ſc- 


 uerall choyces? what was the 


firſt queſtion? what was the firſt 
inquiry ? was it g0ods,or good- 
nefſe, was it with what religion 
is the woman cndewed,or with 
what portion is ſhee endowed ? 
ſurely that which moſt mooues 
both parents ia their diretion 
and parties to bee married in 


| their cleftion, is rather portion 


and proportion, then linceritic 
of heart and well grounded pie- 
tie towards God, Hence comes 
thatroote of bitterneſſe which 
groweth vp berwixt the moſt | 
couples ; where religion was 
notthe firſt motioner, the iſſue 


of the mariage without great 
repentance 


he EE. 
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| repentance can neuer bee com- 
fortable. A wofallthing, a wo- 
man to haue a Husband, that 
cannot dwell with herasa man 
of knowledge : a lamentable 
thing a man to haue a Wife, 
whom hee cannot comfortablic 
loue not only as a woman, but 
asan Heire together with him 


cludethis vie. It is not inough 
you ſee that wee take care for 
heauen, but we moſt giuc irour 
ficlt, our beſt, our ſtrongeſt care. 
I with thisto you all that heare 


mendit tothoſe whoſe nuprials 
weare here met together to ſ0- 
lemnize; you are both younge, 
and as your education hath 
bin, Itruft, in the feare of God, 
fo be ſure ftilre conſecrate theſe 
your firſt and flouriſhing daies 
to Godsglory,and to therhings 
| E 2 whica 


of the grace of life. I will con- 


me, but eſpecially let mee com- | 
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which concerne your ſoules. Be 
notnow firſt for profitand de- 
light meaning to reſerue your 
grauer yeares for grauer mat- 
rers, You know not whatada 
may bring foorth ; euen childe- 
hooa and youth are vanitic;and 
forenery particular day remem- 
ber to beginne it priuately with 
the Lord, and it God giue you a 
familie ler all your bulineſſes 
take their beginning at ſome 
ſuch toint ſeruice, as may wit- 
nefſe for you that the glory of 
God and the plealing of him is 
your chiefeſt aime. It ever God 
tha? raiſe you to ſome higher 
place , in which to gouerne 
publikely, then call ro mind the 
precept given you on your ma- 
riage day , and binde your ſelfe 
to be more for Gods glory and 


| forthe vpholding of his honor 
then forany other reſpect what- 


{oeuer 


lr_—_ ———————. 


| be layed to your charge,and ſtir 


| (ball not be left vmſapplied of earth- 


has 


A—_———— 


ſocuer; and if you haue failed in 
pour proceedings hitherto, not 

cing lo careful, touching the 
religion either of other as was 
fit, delire God thar it may not 


vp your ſelues to make a kinde 
of recompence therein by a 
conſtant care more to ſeeke and 
more to elteeme a dramme of 
grace and a mite of (inceritie, 
thenall that euer elſe the world 
is able to afford you. And the 
more to encourage you tothis 
I come from the firſt part of my 
text, the charge, tothe ſecond, 
the diſcharge And al th*{e things 
(hall be added wnto you. 
The plaine poiat of DoQtrine 
thus ſtands. That they which la- 
bour and [ecke for hexuenly things, 


ly things. Here i a ſlirre (faith 


Dot: 3. 


our Sauiour ) for the things 0 
| E 3 tel 
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| the world,and you lay about you, as 


if the duſ# of the earth , ſhould not 


ſaffice for enery mars to take ay 


hanafull, and all your drift ts, that 
you may haue inongh for preſent 
maintenance ; Behold 1 will fhew 
you amore excellent way, 1 preach 


ordinarily to you of a kingdome, [| 


tell you of the righteouſnes of God, 
ſeek you that in ſuch ſort and mantr 
4s you ought ; Lo, all theſe things 
wil come im of themſelues,it may be 
not in the meaſure you would ; bat 
in ſuch a proportion, as your hea+ 
wenly father knowes t0 be connent 
ent, Look as the ſhadow follows 


eth a man ſtil, whichturneth his] 
| face toward the Sunne, ſo theſe 


things ncuer but attend vpon 
thoſe that ſer their thoughts vp. 
on heavenly things. What a 
world is there forthis in holy 
Scripture? God long ago made 
a promiſe vnto Abraham, = if 

c 


| 


= 


| 


þ 


— 
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he would walke with him «ud be 


©pright ( which is all one with 
that /eekinzhere made mention 


of,) be would be a God to bim, and 


to bus ſeede after him * . Now 
how can a man be left deſtitute 


whoſe God the Lord is? who] 


both knowes ones need (for all. 
things are naked and opennto hu 
eyes ©) and is all-ſufficient; The 


earth is bis and all thatth-reins *, 


and whoſe loue paſſeth the loue 
of naturall parents? Ir ispoſh- 
ble for a woman zo forget her 
child,and not to haue compaſſion on 
the Sonne of her wombe ,' but hee 
cannot forget © , his compaſſions 


| faile not Þ, The like promiſe was 


after renued vnto {bus *, and 
the Apoſtle teacheti euery be- 


leeuer to account himſelje to! 


haue an intereſt in it *, 1will not 


faile thee nor forſake thee. How 
often doe we read ſuch things 
as | 


E 4 


d Gen. 17. 


ce Heb. z. 


I'3. 
fPlags. 
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g If 49.15. 


h Lun. ;. 
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I chap, x.5. 
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as theſe: The eye of the Lord s 

wpon them that feare him, and wp-| 
on them that truſt in his mercy, to | 
deliner their ſoules from death,and 
to preſerue them in famine |, The 
Lyons ao lack & ſuffer hunger but | 
they which ſecke the Lord, ſhall wat | 
nothing that & good, No good, 
thing ſball be withhold from thens | 
that walke wprightly *. The Lord 
will not famiſh the ſoule. of the— 
righteous ®., The good man ſhall 
gine inheritance unto hu childrens 
chiliren.? . Thar ſpeach of the 
prophet Habekkuk., three times 
repeated inthe New Teſtament; 
The iuft ſpall live by hes faith,hath 
reference as well to the life of 
the body in this world , as well 
as to the fpirituall life of the 
ſfoule. Faith is as it were: the 
lively-hood of a Chriſtian ; It is 
the ſtocke whereon he ltues, in- 


aſmuch as it giveth himan aſſu+ 


rance | 
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.rapcenot to be caſt off. Chriſt 
had a meaning to teach this, 
euen in the courſe and order of 
the Lords prayer,in ſctting that, 
of Hallowed be thy name, Thy 
kingdome come &c, before that 
concerning 4aly bread, that wee 
might build ourexpeRation of 


the truth of our delire for the 
former. And indeed it we enter 
intoa due conſideration of the 
point, we mult needs acknow- 
ledge it to be atruch, He that 


uenly benefit. For Gad will ful- 
fill the defires of them that feare.s 
hiu 1. If God will give the 
more excellent, will he denythe 
things of leſſer yalue ? Fe are not 
ſaith Chriſt , your Fathers will is 
to giue you a kingdome *© : will he 


being heard. imche latter , vpon | 


feekes the kingdome of God and his | 
rizhteouſneſſe, (hall not mille of | 


thc end of his delire in that hea- | 
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| who will beſtow a kingdome, 
not beſtow neceſſary comtorts 
for the — an?, , Will he 
who gives Ghyyt\, 
him all things alle L- "Whom 
thinke _ to be reſpeted by 
| God,hethat ſeeks bo king dome, 
or the foules of the ayre, the 
beaſts of the forreſt , the lillies 
of the field, to day freſh, to 
morrow in the fornace? Surely 
the ſeekers of his kingdome , are 
his chiefe treaſure *. He delights 


- | in then *. He dwells withihem *. 


He keeps their bones? their haires* 
their feete *. 
gines beaſts forde, and the young 
Rawens that ery b , he lookes after 
he takes care for 
oxen 4, he clotheth the graſſe> ©. 
How is it poſhble rhat hee 
ſhould negle& thoſe whom his 
| ſoule loueth,yeafor whoſe ſakes 
even Kings ave veproned ©, and 


_which h | | 


— —— 


grue with 
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Conſiderthen, He | - 
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hs eye ®. Strange,but yet com- 
fortable are the euidences and 
examples which the Scripture 
affords of Gods prouiding for 
| his inourward things. TheRa- 
nens firſt and laſt, atmorning 
and evening brought bread and 


him God made that ſmall por- 
tion of oyle and meale which 
the widdow had to laſt out to 
the end of the famine. Hepro- 
uided ſtrangely tor the widduw 
of the propher, when the cruel] 
Creditor was come to take her 


founda meancs for Jacob and his 
Family in the dearth ; he had ſet 
aman before *, Itis memorable 
which befeil our Sauiour,and is 
doubtlefſe written for our leas- 
ning. He was borne in a poore 
eftate, his mother could finde 


which are to him a5 the apple of | 


fleſh ro Eh *; by him and for 


ſonnes to be his bondmen *. He 
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noroome inthe [nne, it ſeemes 
ſhee was in want, otherwiſe 
money would haue comman- 
ded morereſpet. The home- 
borne people ( as it is likely) | 
tooke no notice of her want. 
Now ſee how God, who is a 
'God at a pinch, brought the 
Wiſe-men trom ftarre,with their 
preſents,Geld,gncenſe,co myrhe*. | 
A notable example of Gods | 
prouiding, when itis leaſt expe- 
Red, and where there is the 
ſmalleft likely hood. When Da- 
#id fled trom 4b/olom and went 
for his life,and had ſmall leaſure | 
rotake proviſion with him ſee 
how God prouided, Shobi the 
ſonne of Nuhaſh , and Machir the 
ſonne of Ammiel, and Barzelai 
brought wheat and barley tr flower 
and beans and parched corne ® . 
I remember what Chriſt ſaid to 


| kis diſciples, Whenas 7 ſent you 


with- 


A—_— —C 
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without bag and ſcrip lacked ye any 
thing ? and they ſatd nothing *, 
Whar ment our Saviour in fee- 
ding thoſe miraculouſly that 
followed him from place to 


place to heare his preaching, 


bur togiue aflurance thereby, 
that they which ſecke heauen as 
they oughr, (hall neuer be forſa- 
ken here on earth ; they ſhall 
neuer be opprefſed with wants 
for their bodies , who are care- 
full co make prouilion for their 
ſoules. But now this doctrine 
may ſeeme notto be generally 
and vniuerſally true without ex- 
ception. For many deare chil- 
dren of God, and many forward 
men inreligion,haue beene and 
arc in great want,and may {© be, 
as is gatherable our of the pa- 
rable of Zazarws® , who would 
haue beene glad of a few crums, 


or to haue licked a rrencher ; 
and, 
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and,[ do not ſee ſaith the world- 
ling, any of them all a penny | 
thericher, forall their earneft- 
nes. Itisanſwered. Themat- 
| ter and point vndertaken here 
to be proucd, is not, that they 
which ſecke the kinzdome of God 
| and hy righteouſnes , ſhall never 
be poore, ſhall neuer be ſcant-| ] 
ed for outward things, ſhall ne- 
wer be brought cuen to a mor- 
{cil of bread, I know how the 
prophets of God were glad of 
| bread and water in a hole vnder 
| ground, when the prophets of 
p 1-King. | Baal were fed at Jezabels rable?.| |; 
| 3*:45'9: [Many dearc feruants of God, 
| doe with Michaiah feed vpon the 

bread and water of affliction ; 

whenas they who walke on in 

their ſinnes, drinke wine in 

boules, eatthe lambes of the 

flocke, and the calues our ofthe 

ſtall, and have as much as heart 

| Can i 


— 


Se. 


| he ſhall cuer eat to the contentati- 


Live-leede_-. 


can wiſh, So the poore /ewes in 
Shuſan were in perplexity , when 
the King and Hawan ſate drinking 
in the Palace © ; and diuers of the 
Lords worthies were deſtitute 
and afflicted *. Buthere isthar, 
which is hence proued, that he. 
whoſe heart 1s ſer to feeke the_ | 
tinedome of God firſt and bis righ-' 
axonſnes, though he may be af- 
flicted, yer he cannot be ſtrait-} 
ned, though he may bein po- 
uerty , yet he cannot be ouer- 
come of pouerty ; though he may 
be caſt downe , yet he ſhall not pe- 
riſh ©, he fhall never beleft com. 
fortles *, he ſhall alwaies hauea 
ſecret comfort to ſweeten all his 
outward burdens. When hee 
hath a ſmall proportion, hee 
ſhall be caught how to want * 


on of his minde *. His little, his 
pulſe, his dinner of green herbes, 
{hall 
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(hall relliſh better with him 
then their plenty, to whom 
eucry day is a day of (laughter, 
Gods countenance being lift vp 
ouer him puts more ioy into his 
heart, then the ſmalnes of his 
portion can gine diſcourage- 
ment. Once he is ſure he ſhall 


haue inough for thepreſent, 1 


meanc inough for the neceſhry 
of nature, and comfort with it, 
and greater plenty when the 
Lord doth {ee it to be more ex- 
pedient. Thus then wee muſt 
 vnderftand it. AZ theſe things 
ſhall be miniſtred vnto you, foode, 
rajment &c. Chrilt meaneth 
not, that God willcloth every 
ſuch one in fi|ke,; or feede him 
with dainties, or giue bin a 
houſe of Cedar with pillars of 
| marble to inhabite in, but hee 


will meaſure him ſuch a portto | 
of theſe, as he {hall know to be |} 


eXPe- 
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| expedient,and cuen the ſcanteſt 
portion ſhall be ſweerned with 
the gracious feeling of his fa- 
uour: Thus is the doctrine. 

Mee thinks 1n this point I 
(hould haue euery mans atten- 
tion. Who would not be glad 
to heare of ſuch aſtocke for his 
maintenance hereinthe world, 
as (hall neuer bee conſumed. 
Euery man ateCteth perpecui- 
ties: He who hath a leaſe for 
yeercs thinkes himſelfe well; he 
who hath an e{tate for his owne 
life and 1s childsis in his owne 
opinjon better; but hee who 
hath got che fee {imple eſtate, 
hee ( ax 1111ginerh ) needes not 
' care. Theſe be things whereon 
| men build their hopes, but(atas) 
is ir not poſtiblethaar for allthis 
a man may tall into ah extrem1- 
'ty? what though a man hath 
joyned houſero hoeſe,und held 
| 


| F 
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| barnes bee filled with abun- 


'| the ſtreers ? what if hee haue ſo 
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rofield,vntill there be noroom? 
what though his grounds bring 
forth fruit plenteouſly, his 


dance, his ſheepe yeeld our 
thouſands and ten thouſands in 


much ſtocke, ſo many ſhips tra- 
ding here and therezſo much cer- 
taine comming in;whatthough | 
ina word hewereas rich as Co- 
{fantine the Emperor, of whom 
Auſten reports, that God had jil- 
led bim with ſo many and [o great 
earthly commodities , that no man 
might dare to wiſh the like; is ſuch 
an eſtate ſo fencedin, or ſo eſta- 
bliſhed by any perpetuall de- 
creethat it cannot be diſlolued? 
Is not the truſt in theſe things 
like the houſe of a ſpider ? , which 
though it doe take hold pon the_ 
rafters, yet s ſodenly ſwept downe 
with « broome. The Lord ſome- 


111tes | 


_ 
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times looſeth the coller of Kings & 
powreth contempt Vpep Princes *, 
and {weepes awa 6 £ Sreat 
houſes, as a man | [wee away 
dung till all be gone *. Allthe wi- 
ſeſt Lawyersina kingdom can- 
not deuiſe how to fecurea man 
tor hereafter. See here a new 
leſſon how to be made ſure of 
meate and drinke and clothing 
while we live. Hcereis aportion 
like that which the K7z2 of Babel 
gaue to /ehoiachim, a "continuall 
portion, enery aay a certaine, all the 
daies of hy life wntill he died * ; 
Seeke yee fir F the kingdom of G od 
&c. This deed was drawne vp 
in heauen,engrofled by the pen 
ofthe Euangeliſt inthe goſpell, 
ſcaled by the bloud of the Lord 
Ieſus,who witneſſed a good c0- 
 feffion vnder Pontin Pilate, who 
| neueryet did , neither cuer will 
| | beare witnes toa falſhood , and 
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let all the world beexamined, it 
(hall not be able to aftord one 
inſtance of rhe failing of this al- 
ſurance. How glad men be when 
their Lords have ſealed their 
leaſes, how pretious be their e- 
uidences and tenures of land, 
how (afely they are kept that 
they may not bee embelezed ? 
How all you Merchants reioyce 
ar the ſafe arrivall ofa ſhip,& at 
the report of a boone voyage! 
how ſecure begin werto be in our 
thonghts,when we ſee ſomwhat 
vnder hand; why ſhould we not 
with toy lay it vp in themid(t 
of our hearts, which ſhall ſecure 
vs of a better portion, thenthe 
oreateſt King of the carth 1s a- 
ble to beſtow? It the King 
ſhould giue thee a penſion or 
annuity out of his Exchequer 
for thy life it were much,yet be- 
cauſe of it thou canſt nor ſurely 


lay 
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ay, thou (halt not want, This pro- 
miſe cannot miſſe, his word who 
made it doth endure for cuer, be- 


cauſe himſelfe liueth ever to make 


g00d his word, and it is impoflible 
for him to deny himſelte. And here 
(ce (I pray you) how far the thoghts 
of God are differing from our 
thoughts, and his waies from our 
waies, Mens common thoughts are 
that if religion (ſhould be thus cared 
for before ail other things ; if they 
(hould prefer matters appertaining 


therevnto before things ofthis pre- 


ſent life, it were the next way for 
them co be quite vndone. For what 
is mens oratinary reaſon, why they 
doe redeeme fo little time from 
the world for holy purpoſes, and 
why they take ſo much even of the 
Lords day to giue vnto themſcjues? 
[s1t not this, elie (fay they) we can- 
notliue?Hence is it that the kingdom 
of God which ought to bee firſt 

F - - i fought 
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ſought, is (as I haueſhewed) caſt 
backe into the loweſt place. Men 
thinke it wildome firſt co be lure of 
the world, before they looke after 
hewuen ; firſt prouide torthe body, 
then for the ſoule; firſt ſeeke an e- 
ſtate here, then caſt for an eſtate 
hereafter. This 1s the common 
courſe: wherevpon ir is that there 
bee many who haue lined long in 
the world,and haue laboured hard, 
andtoyled infinitely to get a porti- 
on in the world, are yet ignorant 
which way to ſeeke for the kingdome 
of God; nay they haue \carle fo 


| muchas athought of it, or a con- 


ceit or knowledge, what it meanes : 
What s the kinzdome of God , what is 
the righteonſnes of God, how many 
old men, how many rich men, how 
many painfull men, who haue euen 
worne out themſelues wita catch- 
ing for the world , if they were put 


vnto it, know not what toanſwer ? 


Let 
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Let vs yetat the laſt all of vs, and | 


you cſpecially,for whoſe ſakes prin- 
cipally this daies labour is, learne 
this wiſdome, from the God of wil- 
dome,out of the booke of wiſdom, 
which is ableto make vs wiſe vato 


| ſaluation. Begin we nor ſtill atthe 


wrong end; firſt the world, then 
heauen ; firſt gaine, then godlines 
firſt riches,then religion; firft the 


backe and the belly, andthenthe: 


ſoule; bur let vs take the true courſe 
both for contentment here,and for 
ſaluation hereafter : make it your 
firſt care, your chiefe care, and in 
compariſon your onely care, how 


to become members of Gods king- | 


dome, how toatraine to that righte- 
ouſnes without which the kingdome 


| cannot be enjoyed; Either we mult 


deny thetrurh of God ſpeaking in 
his word,and ſay thathe feedesand 
foades vs of with vaine words not 


to be belecued,, orels yee!ld thisto 
be 
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bea truth;thatthisis the alone way 
to/get 4 comfortable ſecurity for 
outward things. Thus it is as Na- 


| Sianzene ſaih ; 18 i profit inde: ts 


get gaine 10 4 mans ſoule, This is that 


c Ro.8.5, 


i wealth,which (as one ſaith) can nes- 
"ther be betra 


© ant loft. He who hath 
itnot is a miſerable and an accurſed 
begger mthe mid{t of abundance, 
nh he whohath bur as mich of it | 
as 4 graine- of muſterd-ſeede is an! 
abſolure rich man, euenwhen hee 
hath nothing. The world witlnot 
belecuerhis, yet is wildom iuſtified | 
of her chiidren. They whi; hare after 
the fleſb ſanour the things of the 
fleſh, «hey which are after the 
ſpirit the things of the 


{parit © a 


F INI $ 


